
Giftedness, intelligence, and talent are fluid concepts and may 
look different in different contexts and cultures. Even within 
schools you will find a range of beliefs about the word “gifted,” 
which has become a term with multiple meanings and much 
nuance. 

Gifted children may develop asynchronously: their minds are 
often ahead of their physical growth, and specific cognitive 
and social emotional functions can develop unevenly. Some 
gifted children with exceptional aptitude may not demonstrate 
outstanding levels of achievement due to environmental 
circumstances such as limited opportunities to learn as a 
result of poverty, discrimination, or cultural barriers; due to 
physical or learning disabilities; or due to motivational or 
emotional problems. This dichotomy between potential for and 
demonstrated achievement has implications for schools as they 
design programs and services for gifted students.
Source: https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/definitions-giftedness

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)
NAGC’s mission is to support those who enhance the growth 
and development of gifted and talented children through 
education, advocacy, community building, and research. We 
aim to help parents and families, K-12 education professionals 
including support service personnel, and members of the 
research and higher education community who work to help 
gifted and talented children as they strive to achieve their 
personal best and contribute to their communities. For more 
information, please visit: www.nagc.org/

WHAT IS GIFTEDNESS?
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January 25, 2017 
LBUSD Teacher Presentation  
by Dr. Jenny Rankin

February 6-10, 2017 
GATE Identification Testing

March 3-5, 2017 
CAG Conference for Teachers

March 5, 2017 
CAG Conference for Parents 
San Diego, CA

March 9, 2017
GATE Parent Presentation with Dr. Rankin, 
“Unlocking Every Gifted Child’s Potential”

California Association for the Gifted (CAG)
CAG is an organization of educators, parents, and community 
members who believe that just as giftedness is defined by 
diverse academic, social, and emotional traits and abilities, 
giftedness is also identified within the diverse Preschool – 12th 
grade student populations in our schools. The organization 
provides the resources to support understanding of appropriate 
developmental and differentiated identification and curriculum 
practices. For more information, please visit: www.cagifted.
org/
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Each child has strengths in certain areas. To help bright children 
discover what they do best, we need to help them explore their 
interests and abilities. Visit the following information for tips: 
bit.ly/29mxrYc

John Hopkins Center for Talented Youth: 
http://cty.jhu.edu/

Helping Your Child Succeed 
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In the GATE after school program at TOW, students are 
working on their History Day 2017 projects. Most students 
are now past the research phase and are starting on their 
presentation boards and PowerPoints, or other technology 
to accompany their boards. Students will present their 
projects to their parents and peers on February 15th and 
have a chance to enter the county contest in March.

GATE students at Thurston Middle School completed 
two pieces of narrative writing. Students wrote drafts, 
edited them, participated in mini-lessons, and created final 
papers. For each prompt, students were able to choose 
their subject, conflict, style, etc. The expectation was 
for students to create voice and mood as a part of their 
writing, as well as to include descriptive details and basic 
story elements. Students then utilized the SBAC Rubrics for 
narrative writing to score their own work regarding purpose/ 
organization, development/elaboration, and conventions. 
Students also annotated their writing, indicating conflicts, 
irony, and figurative language. 

The second narrative piece was a timed, on-demand 
writing prompt. Students had to read and analyze the 
prompt and create a fully developed short story. The 
prompt was open-ended, providing students a great deal 
of choice and autonomy. The only two parameters were 
that the stories had to include a character opening a door 
and had to contain an element of suspense. The stories 
were then assessed using the SBAC Rubric for narrative 
writing. Students were able to see a great deal of growth in 
their narrative writing from the first prompt to the second. 

The first of five Discovery Science assemblies for GATE 
students took place in January. We will have one assembly 
per month through May. The topics are: Owls are a Hoot!, 
Electric Circuits, Structures (Engineering), Pig Heart 
Dissection, and “Super Cool” where students experiment 
with liquid nitrogen. Students are also participating in an 
after school Coding Club where they explore the language 
of computers. In the last trimester students will participate 
in a 3D Printing class. In the classroom, teachers are 
challenging GATE students with differentiated reading 
opportunities (higher Lexile texts), and an extension of 
assignments where students complete classroom activities 
with more depth and opportunities for novelty.
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Grace Jones, M.Ed., NCSP, LBUSD School Psychologist, presented to 
GATE families in October. She shared strategies on the growth mindset and 
how to support the social/emotional needs of a gifted student. You can find 
Dr. Jones’ presentation and digital copies of her handouts on the district 
website: www.lbusd.org/page.cfm?p=903 

FALL GATE PARENT MEETING

The following LBUSD teachers are 
GATE certified:

• Azadeh Baghai
• Heather Besecker
• Annie Bochenek
• Teryl Campbell
• Jenny Carlson
• Jen Chen
• Cory Day
• Maria Hoffman
• Robert Hogrebe
• Kim Krause
• Jamie Jameson
• Brian Kull
• Melissa Martinez
• Megan Matthias
• Kim Mattson
• Katie Meyers
• Carol Mignosa
• Stacy Quirarte
• Erika Rahall
• Sarah Schaeffer
• Laura Silver
• Maryanne Thomas
• Greg Togawa
• Christine Wagner
• Jay Williams
• Sarah Wolsey
• Tamara Wong
• Ina Wu

Congratulations to our teachers for 
their extra efforts to prepare our 
students to meet rigorous academic 
needs!

SPRING GATE PARENT MEETING DID YOU KNOW?
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